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Heather Feldman

e | would like to welcome our newest GMRC Council Member, Ms. Betsy McGriff who has been appointed as
the Dawson County Private Sector Representative. Betsy currently serves as the Director of Economic
Development for the Dawson County Chamber of Commerce. The GMRC staff has already been working with
Betsy on several projects, and | know she will bring a wealth of knowledge and expertise to the GMRC
Council. Welcome Betsy!

e Thank you to both Rusty Haygood, Deputy Commissioner for the Georgia Department of Community
Affairs (DCA) and Tyler Reinagel, Director of the Office of Planning and Research, for speaking to our GMRC

Executive Director  Coyncil meeting. Mr. Haygood spoke to the council on the upcoming 2020 Census and the importance of the

Complete Count Committees. Mr. Reinagle gave us an update on planning efforts of DCA as well as local
government reporting.

| am so excited to announce that the GMRC has received three National Association of Development Organizations (NADO)
Impact Awards for the following projects:

GMRC StoryMap Project City of Toccoa Historic Resource Survey Georgia Renewable Power Project

This makes 12 awards in the last four years!!! Congrats to Faith Bryan, Joe Rothwell, and Daniel Martin on their work on
these projects.

The Economic Development Department recently held a regional workshop for the 13-county
Economic Developers. It was a great day of dialogue about important issues affecting the |
region, and they are collectively working on a group project, which will be beneficial for all §
counties and cities in the Georgia Mountains Region. Thank you to Daniel Martin for coordi-
nating the meeting and Paul Chambers with AT&T for sponsoring the meeting.

Faith Bryan was recently asked to present at the Georgia URISA (Georgia Urban and Regional Information Systems Associa-
tion) summer conference in Savannah. She presented ways on how GMRC has implemented LiDAR in our operations. At-
lantic, who served as the contractor for the state LiDAR project presented alongside Faith. Great job Faith on representing
the GMRC at this conference!!

The Planning Department is hosting a series of workshops: On September 25™ from 9:00am to 1:00pm, the GMRC will host
its first Historic Preservation forum for government staff and other stakeholders with Main Street/Better Hometown/DDA
programs. This will feature some presentations and roundtable discussions on topics such as: Historic Resource Surveys;
Local Districts and Overlay Districts; Design Guidelines; Demolition of Historic Properties; and Section 106 Case Studies with
HPD Review at the State Level.

The GMRC will also host a Lunch-and-Learn about the Plan4Health initiative from 11:30am to 1:00pm on October
9™ Planners are becoming more attuned to how land use and transportation management affect a community's health
and safety. Factors such as accessibility to parks, groceries, and more influence lifestyles and personal health conditions.
Understanding this will help planners and local decision makers create conditions more conducive to healthier communi-
ties. Information and examples will be provided to help bridge the gap between wanting healthy conditions and finding
ways to make them happen. This course will be worth 1 CM credit towards AICP certification maintenance and is
sponsored by the Georgia Planning Association.

Sincerely,
:'%’}Qf_aﬁtm_j Fetctman

Heather Feldman
Executive Director




Economic Development

e Congratulations to the following communities for being awarded grant funding through the Appalachian
Regional Commission (ARC):

-The City of Demorest: $10,000 in ARC grant funding to assist with a Citywide Strategic Plan

-The City of Franklin Springs: 556,000 in ARC grant funding to assist with the development of a Regional
Wastewater Feasibility Study

o CEDS Meeting Reminder: The next CEDS Meeting will be held on Wednesday , September 11, 2019 at 3:00pm
at North Georgia Technical College’s Clarkesville Campus in the Industrial Technology Building - Room 123
(Adult Ed. Classroom).

e On September 25" from 9-1 the GMRC will host its first Historic Preservation Forum for government staff and
other stakeholders with Main Street/Better Hometown/DDA programs. This will feature some presentations
and roundtable discussions on topics such as:

-Historic Resource Surveys: Identifying historic properties and neighborhoods that makes your city or town
unique.

-Local Districts and Overlay Districts: Designating areas that you want to protect.

-Design Guidelines: What materials should be allowed and what shouldn’t in historic areas.

-Demolition of Historic Properties: Identifying the appropriate response.

-Section 106 Case Studies with HPD Review at the State Level: How to respond so economic development
can proceed.

-Q&A, and discussion of what works/doesn’t for attendees at the local level.

For more information or to reserve your space please contact Joe Rothwell at jrothwell@gmrc.ga.gov.

3 The GMRC will also host a Lunch-and-Learn about the Plan4Health initiative from 11:30-1:00 PM on October
. Planners are becoming more attuned to how land use '
and transportation management affect a community's
health and safety. Factors such as accessibility to parks,
groceries, and more influence lifestyles and personal
health conditions. Understanding this will help planners
and local decision makers create conditions more condu-
cive to healthier communities. Information and examples
will be provided to help bridge the gap between wanting
healthy conditions and finding ways to make them hap-
pen. This course will be worth 1 CM credit towards AICP
certification maintenance and is sponsored by the Georgia
Planning Association. For more information or to reserve
your space please contact Adam Hazell at
ahazell@gmrc.ga.gov.




Information Services

e GMRC staff assisted the City of Hartwell with updating their Official Zoning Map through June 30, 2019.

e Local Governments will receive a 15% discount on most new purchases of ESRI software/services when they
reference the Statewide Contract. Make sure to reference Master Purchase Agreement No. 305146. Contact
ESRI direct via email at service@esri.com or call (800)447-9778.

e The Georgia URISA Summer Workshops were held in Savannah on August 19" and
20™. Faith Bryan presented GMRC projects that have implemented LiDAR (Light Detec-
tion and Ranging) data; for example, the Towns County Digital Flood Insurance Rate
Maps and the Banks County Hudson River Watershed, Dam No. 11, Emergency Action "
Plan. Both of these projects used LiDAR data acquired in 2008 and 2010.

B e Rural Zone application maps were recently completed/submitted for the cities of Hiawassee
‘1Y  and Lavonia

AMBERLY HEDDEN

MS ~ Family Nurse Practictioner

I had completed my BSN program and I
was ready to pursue my Master of
Science with a major in Family Nurse
Practitioner. I really did not want to have
a boatload of student loans and I am truly
grateful for WIOA assistance and their
wonderful staff!

I enjoyed the training program at the
University of North Georgia. The
program and school were excellent and
gave me the tools and knowledge I
needed to succeed.

If you are thinking about applying for
assistance, do it! You will not regret your
decision. The application is worth it. I
was the first person to gain assistance in
becoming a Nurse Practitioner and I hope
I made WIOA proud!




WorkSource Mobile Training Units

HIGHLIGHTS:

Ten individuals received assistance on board the Career Coaches at the Goodwill sponsored job fairs in the
counties of Dawson and Hall.

A resume workshop was conducted for five transitional residents of the Salvation Army of Hall County.
One person attended the WIOA Overview on board the Career Coach this month.

Special thanks goes to the inmate detail at the Hall County Correctional Facility for a job well done washing both
units.

Career Coach Monthly Totals for July

Category of Responses | "om" | rear Resgonset? el
oun
Total Job Searches 29 344 Banks— 0O
Total Job App 3 39 Dawson— 1
Forsyth— 8
Total Resumes 16 384 Franzlin— 2
Total Interviews 0 6 Habersham— 2
Total Interest Survey 0 39 Hall— 32
- B Hart— 1
Total Training Sessions 1 37 Lumpkin— 0
Total Testing 0 0 Rabun— 1
Total Typing Assessments 0 0 Stephens— 3
Towns— 0
WIOA Info 13 427 Union— 6
Public Relations 2 33 White— 6
Other— 0

WorkSource Youth Program

Youth Staff presented Youth Services overviews at White County High School and the Avita Community Center.

Youth Staff participated in the White County Community Collaboration Poverty Round Table, as well as the Family Connec-
tions Meetings for Habersham and Union Counties.

Youth Staff presented Dress for Success Workshop at Habersham Central High School.
There were two GED graduates through the SHIFT program!

WorkSource Youth staff are looking for donations for the new Youth
Center, which is scheduled to open mid-September 2019. Examples of
items that are needed: gently used youth-friendly furniture, café items,
library furniture, and computer lab furniture such as work tables and
chairs. If you have anything you’d like to donate or if you have any
questions, please contact Jessica Williams at 770-538-2728 or rl' |
jwilliams@gmrc.ga.gov. |I
|




REMINDFE R

GMRC Coundil Training is scheduled for ScPtc‘mber 26,2019
at the

Mountain [F ducation Charter Hig[’: School Central Office.

5:00 pm - 6:00 pm

Therc will be a brief Council Meeting at 6:00 pm

This training is for Al | council members, notjust new members!

-Ommzsszons Annual Meeting

1S CC mgup on 4

December 6, 2019 =
: ar =
lard House Conference Center

C]&}/Z'OH, GA | 4 =

Reception is at 4:45 pm
Dinner and Awards begz

= Sept. 26, 2019 White County - Mountain Education High School
Council Training

= Oct. 24, 2019* Lumpkin County/City of Dahlonega - Haydn Blaize, State
National Flood Insurance Program Coordinator

= Nov. 14, 2019 City of Dawsonville - Atlanta Motorsports Park
GMRC Audit / Rushton & Co.

= Dec. 6, 2019 GMRC Annual Meeting / Awards Dinner - Dillard House

GMRC Council Meetings begin at 6:00 PM; Executive Committee meets prior at 5:30 PM.
*WD Board Meeting at 4:00 PM




