
EPA Brownfield Grants
Tools for Reuse, Redevelopment & Revitalization

Bibb Village on 2nd Avenue, Columbus, GA



Introduction
• Amanda M. Herrit, M.S., Senior Environmental Scientist

§ 17 years; 12 years managing Brownfield projects
§ EPA Region 4 Brownfields experience – Assessment,

Cleanup, and Revolving Loan Fund Grants
§ Serves as Project Manger of the Columbus Consolidated

Government, GA; EPA Brownfield Assessment and Cleanup
Grants



Terracon Company Background

§ Established in 1965
§ 100% employee-owned firm
§ Environmental, Facilities, Geotechnical, &

Materials Services
§ 5,000+ employees, over 150 offices nationwide



§ Our 1st EPA Brownfield Assessment Demonstration
Pilot in 1998

§ 265 Cooperative Agreements funded projects in 8 EPA
Regions

§ Brownfield projects are subject to EPA audits -
Terracon has experienced $0 ineligible expense, $0
client overruns

§ ~$40,000,000 Terracon “Staff” assisted in obtaining
grant funding

§ 64% grant writing success rate, well over industry
standard of 30%

Terracon – Brownfield Grant Experience



“They seek to recognize innovative yet practical remediation & development projects, which
bring blighted, old commercial & industrial sites back to productive use … These groups have
figured it out - & they are national models for each one of us.”

- The Phoenix Committee5



§ 2019 – GMRC formed a Brownfield Coalition with
Commission Members

§ 2019 – GMRC submitted an EPA Brownfield
Assessment Coalition Grant Application

§ 2020 – Brownfield Education Opportunities

GMRC Brownfield Program



“Brownfields are real property, the expansion, redevelopment, or
reuse of which may be complicated by the presence or potential
presence of a hazardous substance, pollutant, or contaminant.”

BROWNFIELDS



Brownfield Examples
§ Dry Cleaners
§ Former Gas Stations
§ Landfills
§ Illicit dump sites
§ Industrial Properties
§ Abandoned buildings
§ Junk Yards
§ Vacant Properties
§ Mine scarred and adjacent lands
§ Rail yards and adjacent facilities



§ Redevelopment Opportunities
Knowledge of true site conditions
makes property more marketable
for redevelopment.

Benefits of Brownfield Program



“We don’t need clean property, we need property in
which we can  have a high degree of confidence that
there are no surprises and the worst (environmental)
delays are behind us when we arrive.”

- Private Developer, 2001.

Benefits of Brownfield Program
§ Owner/Developer Benefits



Redevelopment of Brownfield
properties in your
neighborhood can….

– Facilitate jobs
– Increase local tax base
– Help utilize existing infrastructure
– Reduce blight
– Improve & protect the environment

Before

After

Hope Garden

Benefits of Brownfield Program
§ Community Benefits



EPA Brownfield Assessment Grants

Grant Tasks
• Community Outreach

• Site Inventory

• Phase I Environmental Site
Assessment (ESA)

• Phase II ESA

• Cleanup/Reuse Planning



What is an Environmental Site
Assessment (ESA)?



§ Inspection of the property
§ Interview of site owners and/or neighbors
§ Review of environmental records
§ Review of historical records

Phase I ESA



Phase I ESA
§ Phase I ESAs that follow ASTM

guidelines (E1527-13) are
consistent with the requirements
of AAI and may be used to comply
with the AAI rule.

§ Phase l ESA Objective – to
identify RECs in connection with
the property.

§ Phase I ESAs do not apply to
single-family residences or
apartment complexes of four units
or less.



Phase I ESA
The process to determine if a particular parcel of
real property (including improvements) is subject to
recognized environmental conditions (RECs).

What is a Recognized Environmental Condition
(REC)?
REC is defined as:
The presence or likely presence of any hazardous
substances or petroleum products in, on, or at a property:
§ Due to a release to the environment
§ Under conditions indicative of the environment
§ Under conditions that pose a material threat of a future

release to the environment



Under CERCLA, persons may be held strictly liable for cleaning up hazardous
substances at properties that they either currently own or operate or owned or
operated in the past. Strict liability under CERCLA means that liability for
environmental contamination may be assigned based solely on property
ownership. CERCLA provides several types of liability protections for landowners
and prospective purchasers of real property:

(1) an innocent landowner,
(2) a contiguous property owner,
(3) a bona fide prospective purchaser, or
(4) a government entity that acquired the property involuntarily through

bankruptcy, tax delinquency, or abandonment, or by exercising its power of
eminent domain.

To claim protection from liability as an innocent landowner, contiguous property
owner, or bona fide prospective purchaser, property owners, including state and
local governments, must conduct all appropriate inquiries prior to acquiring the
property.

Phase I ESA



§ Collection of samples from site
§ Investigation to understand if site is

contaminated
§ Determines if suspected contaminants

are present

Phase II ESA

Phase II Site Testing



Cleanup/Reuse Planning

§ Analysis of Brownfields Cleanup Alternatives
(ABCAs) resulting from Phase II ESA findings;
or Brownfields Reuse Plans, as per the EPA
Work Plan for this grant.

§ The ABCAs will also serve as the framework for
Remedial Action Plans.



Tools for Community Revitalization
Case Study – Columbus, Georgia

Columbus
Consolidated
Government
was awarded a

$300,000

Brownfield
Assessment Grant



Tools for Community Revitalization
Case Study – Columbus, Georgia

Columbus Children’s Book Festival –
MidTown Redevelopment Area

Tuskegee Morehouse Parade –Uptown
Redevelopment Area –from Ledger-Enquirer

Columbus Waterfront–Uptown Redevelopment Area

MidTown Uptown
2nd Avenue

Corridor



North Highlands

2nd Avenue Corridor
Community Wide Assessment Grant

City Village*

Bibb Village*

* Historic mill pictures from Columbus State University archives.







Community
Revitalization

EPA Brownfield
Assessment

Grant

City Village Tax
Allocation

District

GA EPD
Brownfield

Program

Federal, State,
& Local  Grants

Revitalization
Plans

2nd Avenue
Overlay
District

Tools for Community Revitalization

Historic Bibb City Mill



Tools for Community Revitalization –
Federal, State, and Local Grants

Federal, State, &
Local

Grants

Brownfield
Assessment
Grant (EPA)

Roadside
Enhancement

and
Beautification
Grant (GDOT)

HOME Grant
(HUD)

Community
Development
Block Grant

(HUD)

Georgia
Organics Grant

Targeted
Brownfield
Assessment
Grant (EPA)

Historic Bibb City Urban Garden–from Ledger-Enquirer



Tools for Community Revitalization –
Community-Based

Community-Based
Revitalization

City Village
Vision Plan

Chase Home
Revitalization

Plan

Bibb City
Elementary
Restoration

Plan

2nd Avenue
Overlay
District

City Village Tax
Allocation

District

Community
Garden



Georgia Brownfield Program



Tools for Community Revitalization
Case Study – Pickens, SC

City of
Pickens, SC

was announced as a
recipient of a

$127,000

Brownfield
Cleanup Grant



Pickens Doodle Park

• Historic Rail Depot Building
• No Funding Available for Site
• Community Interested in

Preserving History



Community
Revitalization

EPA Brownfield
Grant

State Grants

County Tax
Grant

Appalachian
Regional

Commission

Private
Funding

Community
Based Grants

Tools for Community Revitalization



Tools for Community Revitalization
Funding Source Amount

EPA Brownfield Clean Up Grant $153,000

South Carolina Recreational Trails Program
Grant

$125,000

SC Dept. of Commerce Community
Development Block Grant

$205,555

Pickens County Accommodation Tax Grant $7,000

Appalachian Regional Commission $500,000

Duke Energy Foundation Grant $13,000

SC Municipal Association Grant $20,000

SC Department of Energy $10,000

Private Funding $100,000

County Rec Funds $50,000

GPATS TAP Grant $509,907

Total Funding $1,693,462





Brownfield
Funding

EPA
Brownfield
Assessment

Grants
EPA

Brownfield
Cleanup
Grants

EPA
Revolving
Loan Fund

Other Grants

Private
Funding

EPA
Brownfield
Job Training

Tools for Community Revitalization
Case Study – Chattanooga, TN



Tools for Community Revitalization
Success Stories

• Chattanooga Housing
Authority (McCallie
Homes)

• Former Scholtz
Tannery

• EPB (Former Cavalier
Facility)



Tools for Community Revitalization
McCallie Homes



Tools for Community Revitalization
Former Scholtz Tannery



Tools for Community Revitalization
EPB



Belinda Richard
National Brownfields Program
Manager
Belinda.Richard@terracon.com

Amanda M. Herrit, M.S.
Senior Environmental Scientist
Amanda.Herrit@terracon.com

Athens I Columbus I Kennesaw I LaGrange I Lawrenceville I Macon

Becky Horace, MPA
Grants Coordinator
Becky.Horace@terracon.com


