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Heather Feldman
Executive Director

e A huge THANK YOU to Andrea Gibby for serving as our Workforce Development
Board Chairwoman from 2011-2018. She was instrumental in helping us through the
transition of GMRC serving as fiscal agent in 2011, the WIOA transition, the One-Stop,
and many other important functions. We appreciate her dedication and service to
WorkSource Georgia Mountains.

Congratulations to Rhonda McLean, Human Resource Manager, Freudenberg NOK; Vicki Boling, Data Survival
and Document Destruction; and Deborah Mack, Community Volunteer for serving as our new Chair, Vice-Chair,
and Secretary respectively of our Workforce Development Board. '

Congratulations to Gina Kessler who recently graduated the Georgia Academy for Economic
Development. We are so proud of Gina!

The Career Coaches have been extremely busy over the last two months. On September 24", our Career Coach-
es participated in two jobs fairs — one in Forsyth County and a second one in Hall County. On October 24" the
Career Coach participated in another job fair in White County. The Career Coaches are averaging approximately
110 people per month.

The Adult/Dislocated Worker Division has been awarded a second grant for Sector Strategies for the region. This
is part of the High Demand Career Initiative. WorkSource Georgia Mountains is continuing its focus on manufac-
turing with this second phase.

In honor of National GIS Day, Faith Bryan has scheduled a GMRC GIS Day on November 13™. She will be hosting
an informational workshop beginning at 10:00am that day. She has already confirmed several speakers including
Jeff Simmons with Platinum Geomatics, Jeanine Hightower with NEI GPS, and Michael Nix with Next Gen
911. Please encourage your GIS, E911, tax assessors, and other staff to attend. If you are interested in attending,
please contact Faith Bryan at fbryan@gmrc.ga.gov

On October 29", Andrea Newsom participated in USDA’s Home and Business Essentials workshop. The workshop
was held at the Historic Ritz Theater in Toccoa and provided resources for individuals and businesses in opera-
tion or expansion or to start a business.

Please make plans to attend our Annual Meeting and Awards Dinner on Friday, December 6 at the Dillard
House in Rabun County. The reception will start at 4:45pm, and dinner will begin at 6:00pm. For more infor-
mation or to reserve your tickets, please contact Peggy Lovell at 770-538-2607 or plovell@gmrc.ga.gov

Thank you to Haydn Blaize with Georgia Department of Natural Resources - Floodplain
Unit for presenting to the GMRC council on the Flood Risk Mapping Assessment and
Planning (MAP) Program. It was an informative presentation and we look forward to
partnering with them in the future.

Sincerely,
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Economic Development

e Congratulations to the City of Hartwell for being awarded $2,500,000 in Economic Development Administra-
tion (EDA) grant funding to assist with sewer infrastructure which will support Nestle-Purina.

e Congratulations to Towns County for being awarded a FEMA Assistance to Firefighters grant in the amount
of $315,643. This funding will be used to purchase new Self Contained Breathing Apparatus units and other
important fire fighter supplies.

o City Charters: The Clarkesville City Council recently approved the final version of their revised City Char-
ter. Recently, the City of Clayton contracted with GMRC to update and revise their existing City Charter.

e The Economic Development team recently attended the Department of Community Affairs (DCA) Fall Confer-
ence in LaGrange. Topics included Broadband, Housing, Census 2020, Infrastructure, and other community de-
velopment initiatives. Our team was proud to receive grant award checks at the Awards Dinner for the Develop-
ment Authority of Dawson County, Gainesville-Hall County Development Authority, City of Demorest, and the
City of Franklin Springs. ' i

Local News

Congratulations to the City of Hartwell on being accepted by
the Department of Community Affairs as a Georgia Initiative for
Community Housing (GICH) community. As a GICH community,
Hartwell will be included in a three-year program providing col- &
laboration and technical assistance related to housing and §
community development. The objective of the Initiative is to
help communities create and launch a locally based plan to'
meet their housing needs. Past regional GICH communities in-
clude Toccoa, Gainesville, and Hall County.

Both Rabun County and Franklin County, along with their municipalities, are completing their local comprehensive
plan updates. Hall County recently completed an update to their Parks Facilities Master Plan.

Lunch and Learn

The previously intended Lunch-and-Learn about the national Plan4Health initiative has been rescheduled for De-
cember 11", This session will focus on how land use and transportation management affect a community's health
and safety and how planners and local decision makers can create conditions more conducive to healthier commu-
nities. Information and examples will be provided to help bridge the gap between wanting healthy conditions and
finding ways to make them happen. This course will be worth 1 CM credit towards AICP certification maintenance
and is sponsored by the Georgia Planning Association. This event will take place at the GMRC offices in Gainesville
from 11:30 —12:30. Please contact ahazell@gmrc.ga.gov to sign up.




Information Services

e GMRC has entered into contract with the City of Cleveland for water and sewer infrastructure mapping.

e MAP 21 project update: The validation of local road ownership, surface type, median, lanes and capture of road
names have been completed for White and Towns Counties. Banks and Habersham Counties are now being
processed.

e New Residential Construction has been submitted to the US Census Bureau for Banks, Franklin, Towns, and
White Counties, City of Toccoa, Town of Alto, Town of Clermont and City of Buford.

e GMRC staff is working with the Towns County Roads Department, Tax Assessors and E911 to compile accurate
road right-of-ways.

TRAINING
OPPORUNITY

You don’t want to
miss this!
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TOPICS COVERED:
- GPS
- LIDAR
- DISASTER RECOVERY
- FLOODPLAIN MAPPING
- NEXTGEN 911

WWW.GISDAY

GlSday

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2019
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

WORKSOURCE GEORGIA MOUNTAINS TRAINING ROOM
1856 Thompson Bridge Road, Suite 3, Gainesville, GA 30501
CONTACT FAITH BRYAN TO RSVP BY MONDAY, NOVEMBER 11
fbryan@gmrc.ga.gov




WorkSource Mobile Training Units

HIGHLIGHTS:

e Eleven people received information about WIOA services at the Salvation Army of Hall County.

e The Career Coaches assisted a total of 35 people while participating in the Goodwill sponsored Job Fair in Dawson County,
Greater Hall Chamber Job Fair, and 2019 Community Job Fair in Forsyth County.

e The Mountain Education Center Charter High School in Hall County invited the Career Coach to hold a resume workshop;
fourteen students participated.

e Nine inmates participated in a Fast Track Session at Hall County Correctional Facility.

e Lanier College and Career Academy in Hall County invited the Career Coach to conduct a resume workshop for 36
students.

e Ten individuals received information about WIOA services, and several of these took part in the overviews on board the
Career Coach at the Royston Library in Franklin County.

e The Career Coaches were invited to the 3™ Annual Veterans Jamboree held in Habersham County.
o Fifteen people completed WIOA application on board the Career Coaches this month.

Career Coach Monthly Totals for September

Month Year R P
Category of Responses | 'rom' | Jo& esgg:ieti er
Total Job Searches 73 490 Banks— 2
Total Job App 4 48 Dawson— 12
Forsyth— 39
Total Resumes
9 >06 Franklin— 10
Total Interviews 0 6 Habersham— 11
Total Interest Survey 1 50 Hall— 118
Total Training Sessions 5 42 Hart— 3
g Lumpkin— 4
Total Testing 0 0 Rabun— 0
Total Typing Assessments 0 0 Stephens— 12
Towns— 0
WIOA Info 59 517 Union— 5
Public Relations 4 39 White— 3
Other— 6

WorkSource Youth Program

e During the month of October there were five RYDC graduates.

e Three RYDC graduates are transitioning to college in January, 2020.

e There were a total of three GED graduates.

e Four Yourth participants graduated from the Microsoft Excel program.
e There were five Welding Cohort graduates.

e The Youth staff participated in various workshops held at Chestatee High School, Towns County High School,
Forsyth County High School, Forsyth MEC, MEC Dawson, Banks County High School, Union MEC, Flowery
Branch High School, and Stephens County High School.




Georgia Mountains Regional Commission is now on Facebook!

MISSION STATEMENT: TO SERVE|THE LOCAL GOVERNMENTS OF THE GEORGIA =
MOUNTAINS REGION BY IMPROVING THE QUALITY OF LIFE THROUGH L| ke us on
ECONQMIC DEVELOPMENT, COMMUNITY PLANNING, INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY, AND WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT TO SUPPORT AND ENHANCE Fa CEboo k
THE REGION'S PROSPERITY.

Georgia Mountains Regional
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https://www.facebook.com/pg/GeorgiaMountainsRC/community/?mt nav=0&msite tab async=0
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= Nov. 14, 2019 City of Dawsonville - Atlanta Motorsports Park

GMRC Audit / Rushton & Co.
Dec. 6, 2019 GMRC Annual Meeting / Awards Dinner - Dillard House
Jan. 31,2020 City of Cornelia - Cheryl Smith, GA Dept. of Agriculture
Feb. 27,2020 Banks County/City of Homer

Mar. 26, 2020 Hart County

GMRC Council Meetings begin at 6:00 PM;, Executive Committee meets prior at 5:30 PM.
*WD Board Meeting at 4:00 PM
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