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G E O R G I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T

A B O U T

Georgia’s Place 
in the Southeast US 
• Located in the heart of the Southeast, 

Georgia is home to almost 11 million people, 
and continuing to grow
o 8th most populous state

o Nearly 20% of the entire Southeast 
population

o #5 state for net migration

• Georgia’s annual projected population 
growth from 2020 - 2030 outpaces regional 
and national growth projections
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G E O R G I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T

Recent 
Announcements
FY25 by the Numbers

• 423 Projects Located
• 23,200 Jobs
• $26 Billion in Capital Investment



F O O D  P R O C E S S I N G  



G E N E R A L  M A N U F A C T U R I N G



A E R O S P A C E / D E F E N S E  



L I F E  S C I E N C E S  



C L E A N  T E C H



F I R E A R M S



Workforce & Education



G E O R G I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N TG E O R G I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T

Median Age 
36.9 years old, 
younger than the US 
Median of 38.2 

Labor Force 
5.3 million 

2nd Largest in 
Southeast 

Major MSA
Atlanta is nation’s 
8th largest 
Metropolitan 
Statistical Area 

Educational 
Attainment  
42% Associates 
Degree or Higher  

W O R K F O R C E  &  E D U C A T I O N



G E O R G I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T

W O R K F O R C E  &  E D U C A T I O N

Post Secondary 
Education in Georgia 

95,000+
Degrees Issued Annually 

University System of Georgia – Main Campus

University System of Georgia – Satellite Campus

Technical College System of Georgia – Main Campus

Technical College System of Georgia – Satellite Campus

Major Highways



G E O R G I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T

W O R K F O R C E  &  E D U C A T I O N

Universities and Colleges 
within 250-Mile Radius 250 Mile Radius

Atlanta

1.9M 
Students in 446 2-year, 4-year 
and university level institutions*

24,440 
Select IT & Engineering 
Degrees Awarded (2021)

22,000 grads 
Computer and Information Sciences 
including Computer Programming
Top Schools: Georgia Tech, University of North 
Carolina – Charlotte, Kennesaw State, University of 
the Cumberlands Georgia State

1,320 grads 
Management 
Information Systems
Top Schools: University of Georgia, Florida 
State, University of Alabama, University of 
Alabama - Birmingham

1,960 grads
Computer Engineering and 
Engineering Technologies
Top Schools: Georgia Tech, Auburn, 
Kennesaw State, Clemson, University of 
Alabama in Huntsville

*12 month unduplicated headcount



G E O R G I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T

TCSG Overview and Accolades

W O R K F O R C E  &  E D U C A T I O N

88 
Campuses strategically 
located across the state

99% 
Placement rate

22 
Colleges

600 
Associate degrees and 
certificate programs



G E O R G I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T

W O R K F O R C E  &  E D U C A T I O N

Hope Career Grant 
• Provides free tuition training in 18 “high-demand” 

occupations 

• Students are not required to graduate from high 
school with a specific GPA to be eligible for the 
Hope Grant. 

• The HOPE Career Grant is available to HOPE 
Grant-qualified students who enroll in select 
majors specifically aligned with industries in which 
there are more jobs available in Georgia than 
there are skilled workers to fill them.   

o Automotive Technology
o Aviation Technology
o Bioscience Technologist
o Certified Engineer Assistant
o Computer Programming
o Commercial Truck Driving
o Construction Technology
o Early Childhood Care and Education
o Electrical Lineman Technology
o Health Information Specialist
o Industrial Maintenance
o Logistics/Transportation Technology
o Movie Production/Set Design
o Precision Manufacturing
o Welding and Joining Technology

H O P E  C A R E E R  G R A N T  
P R O G R A M  A R E A S



G E O R G I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T

W O R K F O R C E  &  E D U C A T I O N

Comprehensive, customized 
workforce training at no cost to 
qualified companies  

• Job-specific training meets 
company’s needs 

• Collaborative development process 
ensures company satisfaction

• In-house teams provide video, 
photography, animation and 
technical illustrations 

#1 1.3M+
Consistently ranked #1 
workforce development 
program in the U.S.

Georgians trained  

Georgia Quick Start



G E O R G I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T

W O R K F O R C E  &  E D U C A T I O N

“Employees were 240% above their 
production targets on day one. That 
just goes to show how well prepared 
and skilled our team was." 

“We have received outstanding 
support through our partnership 
with Quick Start, which is 
producing a well-trained workforce 
for our startup operation.”

Bob Potts, Director of Continuous Improvement for 
Rinnai America

Tom Gray, Vice President Of Operations, SKC  



Logistics & Transportation 



G E O R G I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T

A I R
The world’s busiest 

airport, Hartsfield-Jackson 
Atlanta International  

Commercial service from 
8 additional airports 

104 public-use airports 
in the state 

L O G I S T I C S  &  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N

S E A P O R T S

Savannah: Fastest 
growing and 3rd busiest 
U.S. container gateway

R O A D S

1,200 miles of 
interstate highway 

20,000 miles of federal 
and state highways 

R A I L

Largest rail 
network in the SE:
5,000 miles of rail 



G E O R G I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T

Access to Market 
L O G I S T I C S  &  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N

T R A V E L  B Y  A I R T R A V E L  B Y  R A I L T R A V E L  B Y  T R U C K

80% of U.S. markets within 
a 2-hour flight time

80% of U.S. markets within 
3-4 days of transit

80% of U.S. markets within 
a 2-day drive



G E O R G I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N TG E O R G I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T

L O G I S T I C S  &  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N

Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International 



G E O R G I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N TG E O R G I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T

Georgia Ports
P O R T  O F  S A V A N N A H  

• Largest Single Container 
Terminal in North America 

• Most Westerly Major 
Container Port On The 
Eastern Seaboard  

P O R T  O F  B R U N S W I C K  

• Nations busiest Ro/Ro port 
for auto and heavy equipment

• #1 for Automotive Exports 

I N L A N D  P O R T S

• Provide Fast and Efficient 
Cross-state Delivery 

• Current capacity to move 
75,000 containers a year at 
the Appalachian Regional 
Port



G E O R G I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T

GATEWAY 
INDUSTRIAL 

CENTRE

INLAND PORTS

NORTHEAST 
GEORGIA 

INLAND PORT

104 acres • Annual capacity 200k lifts
Rail provider Norfolk Southern • Complete Spring 2026

Blue Ridge Connector



G E O R G I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T

INLAND PORTS

104 acres • Annual capacity 200k lifts
Rail provider Norfolk Southern • Complete Spring 2026

Blue Ridge Connector
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G E O R G I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N TG E O R G I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T

L O G I S T I C S  &  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N

Georgia Infrastructure Investments



G E O R G I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T

L O G I S T I C S  &  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N

• 85% of the world’s top 3PLs

• 65+ cold chain facilities 

• 189 million cubic square feet of cold storage 
space

• 80% of global public refrigerated warehouse 
companies 

Distribution and 
Warehousing

400
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Head International Port of
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International Airports

Commercial Airports
Rail
Interstates



Business Climate 



Business-friendly 
Environment 
• Georgia has a AAA bond rating from all 

three agencies 
• Fully-funded rainy day fund 
• State corporate income tax, 5.19%
• Single factor apportionment based 

exclusively on gross receipts in Georgia
• Right-to-work and employment-at-will state 
• Franchise tax rate – max $5,000 annually

G E O R G I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T



G E O R G I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T

B U S I N E S S  C L I M A T E

Cost of Doing Business Index 

94.3 95.7 95.5 99.1 100.9 100.5 103.9 110
119.8

135

154.6

202.2
N A T I O N A L  M E T R O S



G E O R G I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T

96.9 96.2 96.6
108.1

116.6
102.7 96.6

134.9

157.9

119.1

164.6

136.8

Affordable Cost of Living
B U S I N E S S  C L I M A T E

N A T I O N A L  M E T R O S



G E O R G I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T

Quality of Life
"From the North Georgia mountains to 
the Golden Isles and every charming 
town in between, we're sure you'll find a 
reason to keep Georgia on your mind."

- Governor Brian P.  Kemp

G E O R G I A



Who We Are 
The Georgia Department of Economic 
Development (GDEcD) is the marketing 
and sales arm of the State of Georgia. 

G E O R G I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T

Center of 
Innovation

Council for 
the Arts

Film

Global 
Commerce

International 
Relations

Tourism Trade



G E O R G I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  O F F I C E  L O C A T I O N S



G E O R G I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T



G E O R G I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T

N O T A B L E  P R O J E C T S



GDEcD Project Process



G E O R G I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T

Five Year Snapshot
G L O B A L  C O M M E R C E



G E O R G I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T

Overview of Project Type
G L O B A L  C O M M E R C E

M E T R O  AT L AN TA C O M PAR E D  T O  N O N  M E T R O :

N E W  L O C AT I O N S  C O M PAR E D  T O  E X PAN S I O N S :   



G E O R G I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T

Growth by Regions
G L O B A L  C O M M E R C E



G E O R G I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T

Foreign Direct Investment
G L O B A L  C O M M E R C E

27% of  a l l  pro jec ts  w ere  
f rom fore ign  companies   
(115  to ta l )

28% of  a l l  jobs  (6 ,533)  and 
11% of  investment  ($3 .02B)  
w ere  f rom FDI  pro jec ts



G E O R G I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T

G E O R G I A ’ S  T A R G E T  I N D U S T R I E S

A e r o s p a c e A g r i b u s i n e s s A u t o m o t i v e C h e m i c a l  
M a n u f a c t u r i n g

C o n t a c t  C e n t e r s /
C u s t o m e r  S e r v i c e

C y b e r s e c u r i t y  D a t a  C e n t e r s  

E n e r g y E V  B a t t e r y  
M a n u f a c t u r i n g

F i l m F i n a n c i a l  
T e c h n o l o g y  

F o o d  &  B e v  
P r o c e s s i n g

G e n e r a l  
M a n u f a c t u r i n g

H e a d q u a r t e r s  

L i f e  S c i e n c e s L o g i s t i c s /
W a r e h o u s e

R e c y c l i n g  o f  
p r e c i o u s  m e t a l s  

S o l a r  E n e r g y W o o d  
P r o c e s s i n g /

F o r e s t r y

M e t a l  
S t a m p i n g /

F a b r i c a t i o n

S u s t a i n a b i l i t y

D e f e n s e  

I T / T e c h n o l o g y



Agribusiness
I N D U S T R Y



Life Sciences

I N D U S T R Y



G E O R G I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T

I N C E N T I V E S  

• Quality Jobs Tax Credit
• Mega Project Tax Credit
• Job Tax Credits

o Port Tax Credit Bonus
o Life Sciences 

Manufacturing Tax    
Credit Bonus

JOB 
CREATION

• Potential Grants for: 
• Land Acquisition
• Site Preparation
• Building 

Construction
• Equipment Costs

DISCRETIONARY 
GRANTS

• Potential Opportunities for: 
• Property Tax 

Abatement
• Land at Reduced Cost
• Permitting Fee 

Waivers
• New and Improved 

Infrastructure
• Site Preparation
• Cash Grants

COMMUNITY 
INCENTIVES



G E O R G I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T

I N C E N T I V E S  

ADDITIONAL SUPPORT 
FOR GROWTH 

SALES & USE TAX 
EXEMPTIONS

• Quick Start Training Program
• R&D Tax Credits
• Investment Tax Credit
• Child Care Tax Credits

• Energy Used in Manufacturing

• Manufacturing Machinery & Equipment

• Repair to Industrial Machinery

• Raw Materials & Packaging



G E O R G I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T

I n c e n t i v e s

Job Tax Credit Map



G E O R G I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T

Rural Designations
I N C E N T I V E S  



G E O R G I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T

Team Georgia Assembles

Nominations are OPEN!!!



G E O R G I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T

S i t e  S e l e c t i o n  P r i o r i t i e s  

“Today, it’s about execution: how quickly and 
reliably a state can align land, labor, logistics, 
and leadership behind a fast-moving project.” 

Area Development Magazine
2025’s Top States for Business: How the Winners 

Are Outpacing the Rest - Area Development

https://www.areadevelopment.com/Top-States-for-Doing-Business/q3-2025/2025s-top-states-for-business.shtml
https://www.areadevelopment.com/Top-States-for-Doing-Business/q3-2025/2025s-top-states-for-business.shtml
https://www.areadevelopment.com/Top-States-for-Doing-Business/q3-2025/2025s-top-states-for-business.shtml
https://www.areadevelopment.com/Top-States-for-Doing-Business/q3-2025/2025s-top-states-for-business.shtml


G E O R G I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T

“By investing in site development, communities 
are investing in their long-term health,” said 
Georgia Department of Economic Development 
Commissioner Pat Wilson. “There is no better way 
to change a life for the better than creating an 
opportunity for a job. This program will help us 
continue to bring economic opportunity and 
prosperity into our communities, providing 
generational change for the better.”

$ 1 8  M i l l i o n  A w a r d e d  i n  S t a t e  G r a n t s  t o  A s s i s t  C o m m u n i t y  E c o n o m i c  
D e v e l o p m e n t  I n i t i a t i v e s



Thank You

Media inquiries? Jessica Atwell, jatwell@georgia.org

mailto:jatwell@georgia.org
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